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What is the current view of France for American teenagers? How has this been influence by recent french events reported in the American media? (TV, Newspaper, magazines, etc…)
Fellowship American/French student 2010
          CONTENTS

· Introduction 

· The former perception of France in Oklahoma
· The current events  which interest the Oklahoma teenagers

· The new view of Oklahoma teenagers on France

· Conclusion
Introduction


Classen SAS

    I arrived in Oklahoma with the envy to clarify the vision of     France, which Oklahoma teenagers could have. Indeed, I wanted to know which place could take France in a state with a great story with the Indians.

When I came in Classen SAS for the first time I saw that people were very curious and happy to know a french people. That give me an idea of the prejudices pupils have on us. But in purpose to determined it exactly I chose to interview fifteen pupils who study french and fifteen pupils who don’t, all of them in three differents    levels. 

I chose to interview a french teacher and a history teacher to anticipate what french events teenagers would know, and to see approximately which opinion of France they give to their students.

Fortunately, I arrived one week after a trip in France which did the  last year pupils which allow to change a little the opinion of these teenagers and give to me their own opinion not only those giving by mouth to ears of everyone.

So, this is the report of my researches, and in the aim of answer to my question I will start by defines the former perception of France in Oklahoma City, to know what the start opinion was. Then I will give you which french events interest the Oklahoma teenagers to know what can influence them, and to finish I will define the new opinion of french people in the brain of these teenagers because this is the future of our tourism, and a part of french economy.

The former opinion of France in Oklahoma City
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   Oklahoma parent which I could meet take their opinion on France by their parent most of the time. They use to think that french women are fashion, clever but not friendly. Mary Coyle (my host) told me that “When I was little my teacher told me that if I go to France I have to hide that I’m American because they don’t like it”. I think this opinion is deserved because I can observe during my trip that American smile easier than french, it don’t mean obviously that they want to be your friend but they are more welcoming. And this is a big part of why people think we are a bit arrogant.

Whereas the opinion of France as a country is totally different. In Oklahoma France is renowned for its landscapes, monuments and culture. Notre-Dame de Paris, landing beaches of Normandy, the Champs-Elysées, etc… are much known. They know many things about french culture and history like Napoleon, Voltaire, Baudelaire. Many adult has already read at least one time a french poem, or a book on french history.
At the meeting of the “Alliance Française” I met a member who told me that contrary to teenagers adults are more interest in the culture side than the fashion side of France. He justifies that by the fact that the society has change throughout the years; the youth’s got new preoccupations, and hobbies. And he told me that, when he was young teachers said that french women are hairy, this rumor results of the American soldiers during the landing, when they came to release the women they were not depilate so they told that to their family when they came back home.

The currents events which interest the Oklahoma teenagers
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    Teenagers in Oklahoma are interested in french style, and differents mediatized events relating to cinema, music, etc. if you ask them they could most of them could tell you who is Kyo or Kamini, what is the Cannes’ festival are the France tour. This opinion came from mostly from Seventeen, Teen vogue or Vogue. But by interviewing them I could note that rare are pupils who know who is our president or something about his wife except that she is a former model, because there are little teenagers who read the magazines or the newspaper which could treat about French politic or economy like The Times or the Daily Express. 
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       But they know a lot of thing about our history and our culture. They learnt how France had become the great country of today, and most of them are interest in it. When I interviewed a history teacher, He told me that French history isn’t really taught in his lessons except from an American point of view. He thinks it’s because of the important place of Indian story in Oklahoma, most of the program of history is based on Oklahoma history or America history those let not much place to French history.
By interviewing and assisting to French lessons, I could note that French history isn’t learnt very much. It’s more grammatical lessons, or the francophone in the world especially in Africa. The program doesn’t let many possibilities or pupils to create their opinion themselves not in magazines.  
The new view of Oklahoma teenagers on France 
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    Their view aren’t very different from the former, in fact, teenagers in Oklahoma take the prejudices mixed with the information giving in the magazines. Indeed, like their parent, the children consider France like a utopia, a world apart from the rest of the world. For them French people are stylish, clever, cultivated but they don’t really search to deepen their opinion.

However French culture is known yet, and don’t lose its great reputation. Nowadays in Oklahoma City, France stays the country of gastronomy, history, and fashion but it is not necessary deserve because it’s just some prejudices.

The new view of Oklahoma teenagers on France it is more fashion and less culture and it’s because of the evolution of the world. Now youth is more interest in fashion and gastronomy than politic and economy.

On the other hand, Oklahoma teenagers have a pejorative image of our president; they don’t really like him and always make fun of him. This opinion came from the medias which transmit this to them and since they don’t read articles about politic they just absorb the information and this tarnish the view of Oklahoma teenager. 
Conclusion
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  The current events don’t have an impact on the perception of Oklahoma teenagers, because they are mostly politic and economic and little teenagers are interest in it. Indeed, the evolution of the society and the fact that young people in Oklahoma are more interest in fashion and gastronomy, push pupils to consider firstly this side of France. Moreover, the image of our president besides the Atlantic Ocean doesn’t help France to keep its good image. Oklahoma teenagers like the other are very influenced by Medias like television, magazines and newspapers. And unfortunately most of them are more interest in magazines like Teen Vogue, or Seventeen which treat about fashion and star, and give a glamorous image to France.
To conclude, the current events being politico-economic don’t influence the perception of Oklahoma teenagers. The view stays the same as one goes along some aspect are just accentuated. The cultural side is put aside to promote the fashion side, but it’s going to change. Oklahoma have a heavy past with the Indians and don’t let many places to others cultures.
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